Maine Nurse Practitioner Association

We, the members of the Maine Nurse Practitioner Association, now assembled at the 2016 Annual Meeting in Lincolnville, Maine propose the following Resolution and urge unanimous support of the membership in its passage 

Resolution Supporting Universal Healthcare System

Whereas:  The United States is among the wealthiest nations in the world but is far from the healthiest and spends “far more” per person on healthcare than any other nation; and

Whereas: The United States spent more on healthcare per capita and more on healthcare as a percentage of its GDP than any other nation, and 

Whereas: The United States Health is ranked 27 out of 34 industrial nations. And with the exception of Mexico, Turkey and the US, all other nations have achieved universal or near universal healthcare coverage of their population by 1990; and 

Whereas: On January 10, 2013 the Common Wealth Newsletter column, New Health Rankings reported that of 17 Nations, US is Dead Last. The US health “striking consistent and pervasive pattern of poor health at all stages of life from infancy to childhood, to adolescence, to young adult to middle and old ages”; and

Whereas: A survey of older people in 11 countries found that US adults are sicker than their counterparts aboard as well as the most likely to have problems paying their medical bills and getting needed healthcare; and 

Whereas: Approximately 200,000 Americans die from preventable medical errors including facility acquired conditions not seen in other peer nations; and

Whereas: US stands out for having the highest costs and lowest performance and most troubling is that the US fails to achieve better outcomes than other countries; and

Whereas: The number one cause of bankruptcy in the US, a 62.1% increase from 45.2% in 2007, is due to medical expenses; and

Whereas: A US study found that 25% or more of all senior citizens declared bankruptcy dues to medical expenses and 43% were forced to mortgage or sell their primary residence; and 

Whereas: In 2001-2003 a Maine legislative committee was formed through legislation to study a universal single payer system in Maine, but the study failed due to lack of funding, but subsequently nurses from Maine, Massachusetts and California started a fund raiser that along with matching funds and other donations raised $200,000 to hire a conservative reach group called “Mathmatica”; and

Whereas:  Mathmatica reported in 2003 that in Maine a single payer healthcare system could cover all Maine people for all health care including eye care, dental care, mental health parity, provider choice and in five years be paying less for healthcare than we are today with the gradual implementation of long-term care; and 

Whereas: Every state in the US that has studied universal, single payer healthcare systems showed similar savings (Connecticut could save $2 billion/per year and Massachusetts could save $1.7 to 2.7 billion/per year and both plans included long-term care; and New Mexico could save $151.8 million/per year and Delaware could save $299 million in the first year and in 10 years of cumulative savings could exceed $6 billion, and Minnesota could save over $718 million/per year, and Maryland could save $345 million in the first year alone, and Vermont could save more than $118 million/per year, and California could save $7.6 billion/per year and a savings of $344 billion over 10 years, and Rhode Island could save $270 million/per year, and Missouri could save $1.3 billion and reduce overall spending by $3 billion, and Georgia could save $716 million/per year, and Colorado coverage for all would cause a $1.4 billion decline in healthcare spending, and Kansas could save $869 million/per year; and

Whereas: The National Coalition on Health Care by Kenneth E. Thorpe, PhD stated that “The fiscal analysis of the impact of four scenarios for health care reform found that the single payer model would reduce cost of over $1.1 trillion over the next decade while providing comprehensive benefits to all Americans while other scenarios would be improvements over the status quo, but would not reduce costs dramatically or provide the same high-quality coverage for all; and 

Whereas: The Congressional Budget Office and related government agencies in a 2013 study on the cost of a single payer system in the US showed that savings in administration cost of 10% would be more than enough to offset the expense of universal coverage in the US; and 

Whereas: A 2014 study published in the Journal BMC Medical Services Research found that actual administrative burdens of health care in the US was 27.4% of all national health care expenditures; and 

Therefore, Be It Resolved: that the Maine Nurse Practitioner Association, as advocates for their patients, believe that health care is a right and not a privilege; and

Be It Further Resolved: that the Maine Nurse Practitioner Association supports a universal, single payer healthcare system for all of Maine’s people; and 

Be It Further Resolved that The Maine Nurse Practitioner Association will educate and build coalitions to increase the support and assure the passage of a universal, single payer healthcare system in Maine. 

And, be it further resolved that this resolution become part of the Maine Nurse Practitioner Association’s official records.

Adopted on:    April 28, 2016

Amended on:  April 27, 2017 (underlined language) 
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